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or law teacher for a general book on property law, he can answer in 
a word, Tiffany, whereas formerly he would have to apologize con- 
cerning the peculiar situation of American law, to tell how impos- 
sible it was to write a book on property, to mention books that 
dealt with this or that fraction of the subject. Mr. Tiffany has, 
however, made his own and developed the results of the work of 
writers like Gray in our country and Leake and Challis in England. 
He has thought through the entire subject and has correlated his 
thinking with the great mass of American and English case law. 
His book will doubtless have great influence in the shaping of 
judicial opinion and in the training of young men for the bar. In 
the opinion of tire reviewer, he has produced a work comparable 
with that of Pomeroy on Equity, one that should play an equally 
important part in our legal history. 

The labor of making the book must have been a tremendous 
one; we may hope that the author will find his reward in the 
appreciative use by the profession and the courts of his very 
valuable treatise. Orrin K. McMurray. 

The Outline of History, Being a Plain History of Life 
and Mankind. By. H. G. Wells. Written with the advice and 
editorial help of Sir Ernest Barker, Sir H. H. Johnston, Sir E. 
Ray Lankester and Professor Gilbert Murray. 2 volumes. Vol. 
I, pp. xix, 648; Vol. II, pp. x, 676. New York, The Macmillan 
Company. 1920. 

The excuse for mentioning this book in a more or less technical 
review such as this is that sooner or later everybody will read it. 
The reviewer's aim is to urge those whose eye may fall on these 
lines to read the book now. Mr. Wells has written a book upon a 
new subject — man. Man is the hero of the story. "All the things 
that men and nations do are the outcome of instinctive motives 
reacting upon the ideas which talk and books and newspapers and 
schoolmasters and so forth have put into people's heads. Physical 
necessities, pestilences, changes of climate, and the like outer 
things may deflect and distort the growth of human history, but its 
living root is thought. All human history is fundamentally a 
history of ideas. Between the man of today and the Cro-Magnard 
the physical and mental differences are very slight : their essential 
difference lies in the extent and content of the mental background 
which we have acquired in the five or six hundred generations 
that intervene." Mr. Wells believes in his hero, believes that he is 
destined to advance as far beyond his present state as modern 
man has beyond the Neanderthaler. What limit to the mind that 
devised language, that turned the wild beast and death-dealing fire 
to its own uses! On this grand canvas Roman law shrinks to a 
footnote, Napoleon to a blundering scoundrel. Every university, 
every common school in England and America, will be touched 
somehow by the impulse originated by this great work of construc- 
tive imagination. Mr. Wells' attempt to create some comprehension 
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of world history, as distinguished from national history, will, we 
doubt not, have practical effect upon the development of institutions 
in the near future. Others will follow in the footsteps of the inventor 
of what may only be a new form of literature, or what may pos- 
sibly prove to be, as Mr. Wells hopes, a new science of humanity. 

Orrin K. McMurray. 
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